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At a Meeting of the Staadiii^ Com- 
mittee of Wefiit India Planters and 
Merchants^ held at the West India 
Cotnmittee Boom8> 60, St. James's 
Street, the 24th February, \\ 



:^: 



THE MARQUIS OF GHANDOS IN THE CHAIR: 



IT WAS RESOLVED, 

That this Body, identified in interest with 
the Colonial Legislatores, and placing implidt 
ixmfidence in their proceedings, re<;ognise in 
those measures which they have adopted for the 
improvement of the Slave population, that fau'- 
> maae dispositicu, as well as that local espe- 

Hence, and that pmotic»l observation, withisM 
which any pbas of amelioration would be no 
less injurious to the Slaves themselves than to 
the Proprietors. 



IV 



That the West India Body repeat the de- 
claration, that they have never directly or in- 
directly authorized or concurred in any measure, 
having for its object compulsory manumission 
of the Slaves in the West India Colonies ; and 
they continue of opinion that such a measure 
would be highly inexpedient, and that it is 
even inconsistent with the Resolutions ' of 
Parliament of 1823, being in their opinion 
opposed both to the civilization and welfare of 
the Slaves, and to, the interests and rights of 
property of the Colonists. 

That by the policy which has been un- 
happily pursued towards the West India Co- 
lonies, the tenure by which those possessions, 
with all their advantages, political aad ' com- 
mercial, are held by the Mother Country, is 
becoming more and more precarious ; and it 
is therefore essential that measures should be 
adopted by this Body, both collectively and 
individually, to bring the real situation of the 
West India' Colonies before Members of the 
Legislature and the Country at large, in order 




to prevent the loss or destruction of so va- 
luable a portion of the Empire, which a longer 
perseverance in a mistaken policy must inevi- 
tably occasion. 

That, for the convenience of those persons 
who have not leisure to ascertain from Parlia- 
nventary documents whftt the Colonial Legisla- 
tures have dbcluaUy dome towards the amelioration 
of Slavery, it is deemed expedient to present an 
Abstract of their eidsting Slave Codes. 
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The foUowmg Abstract confines itself to 
such clauses of each Act^ as contain provisions 
in favor of the slave . But, for the use of those who 
may desire fuller information, such a reference 
is in every case given, as will direct the reader 
to the several Statutes in detail. 

March, 1830. 
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JAMAICA. 



The consolidated Slave-Law of Jamaica^ passed 
in 1816, received unqualified approbation from 
many of His Majesty*t ministers, as containing 
numerous salutary and, humane provisions ; 
whilst it expunged those enactments which the 
policy of an earlier period rendered imperative, 
but which in the present day appear harsh, and 
have become unnecessary. 

.In the session of 1826, the Assembly framed 
and passed a new consolidated slave law, em- 
bodying all the beneficial provisions of the 
former, and adding to them many still more 
important privileges, such as the advanced civili- 
zation of the Negro population has now enabled 
their masters to confer on them with safety. 
The whole was, however, disallowed by His 
Majesty's government, on account of certain 
clauses, limiting the operations of sectarian 
preachers. 

It is gratifying to be able now to add, from in- 
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formation lately received from the colony, that the 
Assembly of Jamaica, during the present session, 
have revised and re-enacted this law of 1826, | 

with the addition of farther provisions in favour J 

of the slave. The act, thus amended, has received 
the formal assent of the Governor; and will, 
it is therefore hoped, receive His Majesty's con- 
firmation. 

The following abstract of the ameliorating 
clauses of the act, as passed in 1826, sufficiently 
evinces the disposition of the Assembly of 
Jamaica to enlarge the privileges, and to pro- 
tect the persons, of their slaves. 

• 

Religious Observances.^ 

§ 3. Provides that the clergyman of each parish shall, on 
application, vrithout fee or reward, baptise all slaves who 
can be made sensible of a duty to God and the Christian 
faith : in the which, owners are to instruct them. 

§ 4. That the said clergyman shall, also without fee, 
marry, with their owner's consent, any slaves who have 
been baptised, and are desirous of contracting matrimony, 
if such clergyman shall, upon examination of the parties, 
consider them to have a proper and adequate knowledge 
of the obligation of such a contract. 

* For the sake of classification, the original arrangement of the 
clauses is occasionally departed from. The several acts here 
abstracted are to be found in the ''Papers respecting the Slave 
Population, presented (annually) to Parliament, by his Majesty's 
command." 
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§ 6. Abolishes Sunday markets and shops, after 1 l.a. m., 
excepting drjoggists', and a few other cases, in conformity 
with the practice of England relative to the Sabbath. 

§ 7. Prohibits levies on slaves on Saturdays, in order to 
enable them to attend religious duties on Sundays. 

§ 9. Prohibits person^ from employing the slaves of 
others on Negro-days or Sundays. 

§ 10. Djr:ects. that slaves ^hall not be compelled to work 
on Sundays, even in crop time; and prohibits the mill 
h^ng put abput between 7 p. m. on Saturday and 6 a. m. 
on Monday. 

Labour^ Holidays^ 8fc. 

§ 26. Slaves to have half an hour for Ireal^ast, and two 
)xo\3iXsiQx dmner \x^ot to be compelled to field-labour before 
5 in the .morning or after 7 at night, except during crop, 
under penalty of £50. 

§ 8. Slaves shall have one day in every fortnight, except 
in crop time, but at least twenty-six days in the year, 
palled Negro-days, to cultivate their grounds, exclusive of 
Sundays, under penajty of ,£20. 

§ 27. Holidsaj/s at Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide, 
to be, allowed; but not more than three in succession. 

§ 17. i^iothers h?iving six of. their own or adopted chil- 
dren are exempted from, any, species of. laborious wo^k. 

Treatment. 

$ 1 1... Requires that slaves be furnished withadisqus^tepro- 
vision-grounds, or^ iu. default of grpund, or during drought, 
a weekly allaw^nce.pf 3s.. 4d., under .penalty pf £50. 

§ 12. Requires, th^t all. slaves shall, at leaat opce,a ye^, 
be supplied with proper and sufficient clothtr^g, under 
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penalty of £5 for each omission ; and requires the owner, 
or overseer, annually to declare upon oath, that these 
several regulations have been faithfully 'observed, under 
penalty of £100. 

Afanu7nissi(m. 

§ 66. Manumission -bonds dispensed with, in devises of 
freedom ; but estate of testator liable for annuity to per- 
son emancipated. Freedom by will at once established. 
Manumission-bond, securing to each slave an annuity of 
£10, also dispensed with, on satisfying magistrates and 
vestry that slave is not aged or infirm, but capable of 
earning his own maintenance. 

§ 67. Persons possessing limited freehold interest in 
slaves, femes covert, minors, &c. may manumise them. 

Legal Protection and Privileges. 

§ 5. That in all cases where a levy shall be made of a 
family or families, each family shall be sold together and in 
one lot. [n. b. This does not absolutely bar separation, as 
it may happen that a single slave will satisfy the levy, and 
there may not be one on the property who is without 
family connexions : there is a proviso which seems to con- 
template this. The case, however, must be very infre- 
quent.] 

§ 15. Recognises the right of slaves to personal pro- 
perty, and gives to it a further protection than that of 
free persons, by inflicting a penalty of £10 on the person 
trespassing on it, in addition to the value, to be summarily 
recovered. 
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{16. Recognises the right of slaves to receive bequests 
of personal property. 

§ ] 8. Sick and infirm slaves are to be maintained by 
their owners ; and if they are permitted to wander about, 
such owner or his agent is subject to a penalty of £20, and 
the expense of maintaining such slaves, — who, as well as all 
diseased or destitute manumised persons, and slaves with- 
out owners, shall be properly maintained, — ^in the parish 
workhouse. 

§ 21. Owners to settle on old, infirm, or dbabled slaves 
manumitted by them £10 a year, under penalty of £100, 
to be paid the church- wardens, who are out of it to support 
the manumitted person. 

§ 30. Murder of slave punished with death. 

§ 32. Rape on female slave, or carnal knowledge under, 
puberty, punished with death. 

§ 33. Owner or other person, by whom slaves are 
branded or otherwise maltreated, to be punished with 
fine or imprisonment, or both ; in atrocious cases of mal- 
treatment by owner, slave to be made free, and to re- 
ceive £10 per annum from the parish, to which parish 
the fine of £100 on owner is to be paid in such cases ; 
slave maltreated to be forthwith, on view or information, 
sent to the workhouse by any justice of the peace, not 
to be worked, or confined with slaves under punishment, 
but to be there taken care of until judicial investigation 
be had. Justices and vestry to be a council of protection, 
and, if they see cause, to prosecute offender. 

§ 36. Slaves not to receive more than 10 lashes, ex- 
cept in presence of owner or overseer, &c., nor in such 
presence more than 39, nor untU recovered from former 
punishment, under penalty of £20 . 



5 39^. No collar, or cHaJnps, to bt put off stev^s, biit by 
order of a magistrate. Justice of pea^ to caEUiETe iSUch 
coBar, &&., to be i^embved, utidfer a pilaafcy of £tO(J. 

§ 9^7. Slaves committing ofifences ^ul!gecting to death, 
transpdrtatioir, 0¥ hard labour f<ir mof e than one year, 
to be tri^d befor6 grand and petit jnr<^s^, jk white? persoHfiT 
are tfi^d. Sentence of deSith Of tt&aspoti^tkm ndt to bff 
efect^d without warrant from governor, who is to^ *5r 
indictment, evidence, sentence, or copy attested ; ezc^t 
in case^ of rebellioiii, &c., when e^6atroh immiediate, but 
reference may be made to governor. 

§ 100. Barrister ot attorney to defend slaves capitaflly 
indicted. To be paid salary or fees out of parochiii 
funds. Free witnesses not attendii^g slav^ cddrt ^ be 
fined. 

§ 102. Jurors, &c., and slaves in attendance on slave 
court, exempt from civil process. 

§ \Q^. Execution of d^ath to be solenin and pilblic. 
Rectot or curate to attend criminal while under sentence, 
and at Execution. Gaoler, under penalty, to keep prisoner 
sober. Executibn, as in Ehgland. 

§ 120. Convicts> senteneed for life to hard labour, be- 
havitrg well, governor, on reipresfentation of commissioners 
of workhouse; tnay, with convict's approbation, order them 
to be rfestored. 

§ 128. Evidence of slaves admitted in criminal 
cases. Proviso, that certificate of baptism be produced^ 
and that slave understands obligatibn of an oath ; that no 
free person be convicted but on evidence of two. slaves, 
examined apart ; and that no free person be convicted on 
Mavfe testimony, unless complaint be made within twelve 
months. 
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To the foregoing abstract^ necesaarily abridged 
and incomplete in the coniSned limits here pre^ 

scribed^ it must be added : that 

> 

1. In order to secure to the slare population 
effectual instruction in the tenets of the Christian 
faith, curates have been appointed throughout 
the island for that special purpose ; that 

2. In common with every British subject, the 
protection of a grand jury has been extended 
to them ; and an advantage has been secured to 
them which no British subject in the united 
kingdom enjoys, that of having counsel assigned 
them at the public expense, with Uberty to ad- 
dress the jury on behalf of any slave who may 
be put on his trial for any capital o&nce. 

3. And lasdy, to obviate any possible objection 
that may be urged, that ample protection is not 
afforded to the slave by law, he has been ren- 
dered competent to give evidence in all criminal 
cases.* 
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enabled u^^^ thiepecuKar circumataiiice? of ^?ir 
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* See Acts of Assembly of Jamaica : 2 Geo. TV. c. 16 ; 4, c. 15 j 
5, c. 21 ; 7. c. 23. 
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more limited population, and other causes, even 
to exceed Jamaica in the extent of the privileges 
which they have confeiTed on their slave popu- 
lation ; and legislative measures for the amelio- 
ration of slavery have been adopted by them, 
which, having been confirmed by His Majesty's 
government, are in legal as well as practical 
operation. 
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Two Acts of the legislature of this island, which 
received the royal assent on the 18th October, 
1827, amongst other beneficial enactments, con- 
tain provisions to the following effect : — 

§ 2. Constitutes the governor and four chief officers of 
government, a council of protection-, with power to 
appoint an acting protector, at £400 per annum. 

§ 1. Requires owners and their agents to instruct their 
slaves in the Christian religion ; and to cause all hereafter 
born, to be baptised, as well as all now living who can be 
made sensible of religious duties. Requires clergymen to 
solemnize matrimony between slaves, with the owner's 
consent : and provides that all registers of baptisms, mar- 
riages, and burials of slaves shall be duly kept. 

§ 4. Prohibits the holding of any market, or keeping 
open any shop, excepting, as in England, for the sale of 
medicines, or of perishable food, on Sunday, Christmas- 
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day, or Good-Friday ; under penalty of f 5, in the latter 
case, and forfeiture of goods exposed in the former. 

§ 6. Prohibits the setting or allowing any slave to labour 
on Sundays, under penalty of £10. 

§ 5. Requires owners of slaves, under penalty, to fur- 
nish them annually with decent and sufficient clothing, 
suitable to sex, age, and condition. 

§ 32. Provides that, should it appear that an owner can - 
not afford necessary food to his slave, the acting protector 
shall take temporary possession of the slave, and hire 
him out until the owner's circumstances are bettered ; 
but if it appear that the owner had the means and with- 
held the same, the justices shall indict him to the Grand 
Sessions, and on conviction he is to be punished by fine 
and imprisonment. Owners of diseased slaves suffering 
them to go at large, or infest the highways, &c. to forfeit 
£10. 

§46. Provides that slaves be whipped with the like 
instruments, and in like manner, as practised in His Ma- 
jesty's army and navy, except where a milder instrument 
may be preferred. Female slaves to be punished in a 
private and decent manner, and when pregnant, to be 
punished by confinement only. Penalty £10. 

§ 44. Enacts that any person who wantonly commits 
cruelty towards a slave, by whipping, bruising or beating, 
&c., shall be fined by any two justices not less than £25, 
and not exceeding £100. 

§ 45. Subjects any white or free person, maiming or 
dismembering a slave, to be imprisoned not less than 6 
months, and fined not less than £100, the interest of 
which to be an annuity for the slave for life, and the slave 
to be transferred to some master of humane repute. 
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9 47. Provides ths^ any person fadng a collar, chaim , 
or irons^ on a dave, be punished by fine and imprisonment. 

5 40. Ehacts that the wilfui murder of a slave, by any 
person, be punished by death without benefit of clergy. 

§ 38. Provides that slaves charged widi capital offenees, 
be tried at the Grand Sessions, in like manner as white 
and free-coloured persons. 

§ 7. Secures to slaves the absolute right of personal 
properUf, and subjects owners of slaves, or other persons, 
depriving them of their personal property, to forfeit 
double the value of such property to the use of said 
slaves. 

§ 3. Admits the evidence of slaves m actions of tres- 
pass, assault, and in cases of misdemeanor, murder, 
felony, or other offences, except forgery, against any 
person whatever : requiring only a certificate of baptism 
and religious instruction, and that such testimony, against 
free persons, be corroborated by circumstantial evidence, 
unless when such free person be an accomplice. 

In a likpatch, <}ated 18th Oct., 1827, Mr. 
Secretary Husfcisson remarks^ that the above 
" Act contains unequivocal advances to a hetter 
«* system of law, of which Hi^ Magesty is gra- 
^* ciously pleased to mark his approb^tioQ by its 
** allowance." 
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« 

l^He corisoti^fed Siave-Latv of St. Vmcfetrt, 
which received the royal assent March 14, 1837, 
contains provisions to the following effect r — 

i 2. Declares slaves to be real estate. 

§ 6. Secures to them the possession of ptrsondl f/ro- 
perty, and guards against its invasion by a fine of £10, 
over and above the value of the property takeii. 

§9. Restricts the Sunday mdrkei to 10 a. m., und^r 
forfeitine of goods, &c. 

§ 7. Requires tkat no shop or store be opened on a 
Sunday, under penalty of £10, excepting, as in England, 
for perishable articles of food, out of church hours. 

§ 8. Requires owners or managers td promote religious 
instruction and a knowledge of moral duties ; to cause all 
slaves to be baptised, without fee or reward, within tix 
months after birth > to have such baptism duly registered, 
and a copy of the re^ster given to each slave baptised. 

{10. Requires parish clei^mati to solemnize matrix 
many, without fee or reward, between sucli slaves ad, 
applying with their owner's or manager's eonS6tit, itppea:r 
to be s^isible of the obligation of the marriage v6W. 

{11. Prohibits labour oh Sundays, even during Crop: 
requiring that no su^ar be boilecl, or the miH ;^t ab^ut, 
or any other kind of. field or plantation work p^ormed, 
between the hours of 7 on Saturday night and 4 on Bifon- 
day morning, under penalty of £50. 
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§ 12. Allots to every slave half an hour for Ireahfast^ 
and two hours for dinner ; and prohibits all manner of 
field labour before 5 in the morning or after sun-set, except 
during crop, under penalty of £50. 

§ 13. Provides that all plantation slaves shall have 
assigned to them a portion of land fully adequate to their 
support ; and that in each year they shall be allowed 26 full 
working days to cultivate the same. That they shall like- 
wise have for holidays, Good-Friday, Christmas-day, and 
the two days next following. Penalty £60. 

§ 14. Requires that a quaUfied medical practitioner shall 
be employed to attend all slaves who require medical or 
surgical aid, under penalty of £60; and shall keep a record 
of all patients and prescriptions. 

§16. Prohibits owners or managers from permitting 
sick or infirm slaves to wander about, under penalty of 
£10 for each offence. 

§ 16. Assigns to mothers, midwives, and nurses, certain 
premiums in money for properly rearing infants; and ex- 
empts mothers of six children from all arduous labour, at 
the same time securing to them an "easy and comfortable 
maintenance," under penalty of £100 for each omission, 

§ 18. Facilitates manumission, and punishes the un- 
lawfully detaining free persons as slaves by penalty of thrice 
the value of such persons' services. Enacts that any 
owner or manager manumitting an aged or infirm slave, to 
avoid the burthen of maintaining him, shall forfeit £200, 
of which £20 shall be annually paid to the slave for life. 

5 20. Makes the murder of a slave felony, without 
benefit of clergy. 

§ 21. Limits punishment, by inferiors to 10 stripes, by 
owner or manager to 39, within any one week, under 
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penalty of £50 for every excess ; and requires record of 
all such punishments to be kept, and produced to any 
justice of the peace, under penalty of £20. 

§ 23. Enacts that no superintending slave shall, under 
penalty as for a misdemeanor, carry the whip, as hereto- 
fore, as an emblem of authority in the field. 

§ 24. Prohibits the placing an iron collar round the 
neck, or chains upon the body, of any slave, under penalty 
of from £5 to £50 : justice of peace, upon information, 
to remove such, under penalty of £100. 

§ 26. Enacts that if any ovrner or manager shall, of 
himself or with his knowledge, wantonly or cruelly whip, 
maltreat, beat, bruise, cut, wound, or imprison, or confine 
without sufiicient support, any slave, he shall suffer fine 
of £150, or 12 months' imprisonment, or both, for each 
offence : and the court are empowered to declare the slave 
absolutely free, assigning him an annuity of £15 for life. 

§ 6^, Makes some provision for the admission of slave 
evidence, 

§ 69. Provides that slaves charged with grave offences 
shall be tried in all respects like free persons : with the 
exception of this superior advantage, that counsel be 
assigned such slaves at the public expense. 

Upon which law the Secretary of State for 
the colonies stated, in a letter to the Gover- 
nor of St. Vincent, dated 3rd April, 1827: 

His Majesty has observed with satisfaction 

the progress made by these enactments in the 

measures to be taken for the improvement of 

" the state of the slave population." — " Upon a 
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*^ PBview^Jtbe whole of this law, 1 am com- 
** *maiided 'by His Majesty to express his satis- 
'^ faction with the general disposition of the 
^ council and assembly to adopt the recommen- 
" dations which have been addressed to them on 
*^ this important subject/' 



GRENADA. 

The ^coRSolMated iSlave Act of this island, 
which received the royal confirmation on the 
20th October, 1825, comprises the following 
provisions ; — 

§ 2. Enacts that every slave shall be allotted a sufficient 
portion of land, for the growth of provisions, s^dequate to 
his support; and allowed 28 full working days in each 
year to cultivate the same ; or where no land can be had, 
"good and ample provision" in lieu thereof: shall be 
provided with a " good and comfortable house/' with one 
or more beds, raised at least one foot from the ground ; 
•be- supjiit?d weekly -.iwifth^a sijfficient jtUcwanoe Qf,^lt»and 
,99lt ,fi^b, 'Or such other jfooc^ as ^l^eir ^ag^ ,9,nd state^^of 
health may j-equire ; and shsjl i:ece^xe,.BjU^ient aiad de- 
cent clothing and blankets, suitable to sex, age, and con- 
dition, under penalty upon owner or manager of £10 for 
every neglect or refusal. Any justice of peace, upon 
hiformation that " the true intent and meaning of this 
-act i&not complied- wtth;''^hall-^ocecd to the -spot, ex- 
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alBine parties upon oath«'(5»ito'«TeTeqbired to^am^mr, tipen 
penalty of £50), and on proof of the fact, to order to 
cMch^lave, weekly* 45. 6d, in rnoney, salt, and 2 pounds 
of salt fish* iattd adequate clothing, tmder 'penalty tm 
owner of £100 for refusal 4;o'mpply the same. 

§ 4. Requires all -owners ^r ^mauegem to have ^their 
sktesinstmoted inctfaeiChcktieii neligwn: to eause every 
iafent>to be ^baptised within 6 months of hs birth* and 
all such adutesas'^nmbemiade sensible of religioue duty : 
which ^eemaoiiy* as well ssiatteiuiaace on >6«ieh as requiYe 
spintual .^d* * thetpariA uuief gym an ■ is* mquiped^ to perform 
gratis. 

§ 5. Provides ifor the ^soIemnizlKtion of mmtrimomi, 
wbet« parties ioelong'to -the same owner, >«Kid .have his 
consent ; if they appear to be sensible, of the obligation of 
the'«iarriage vow. 

'{'£. Enacts that^Chere Aall^be on every estate a. proper 
haspitali and a book in which the surgeon shalL- record all 
oases coming under his care. 

{7. Requires that each field slave shall have half an 
hour lor ZreoA/o^/* and 2 hours for dinner, each working 
day ; and* except during crop* shall not work before day* 
break* or after minnset. 

§ 8. Provides that every mother of 5 children living 
shall be allowed 52 days in each year*, under penalty of 
£5 for each day omitted : that ao>manner of field labour 
shall be performed -on Suadfiys* .exGepting the potting of 
sugar* and that not ^after B o'diock in tho jnorniilg : .and 
that no mill shall fae^put-about between 10 on Saturday 
Qig^t« and 4 on Mcmday .morning. . Penalty XI 0. 

,§ 9. Provides that no siek-or infmn^slave shall >be dis- 
carded or suffered to 4;oamabout*.but be maintainediupon 
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the estate, supplied with wholesome food, decently clothed, 
comfortably lodged, and furnished with other necessaries, 
under penalty of £50: the slave to be maintained in 
the interim by the public at his owner's expense. 

§ 1 0. Restricts punishment by owner or manager to 
15 lashes, or, in presence of another free person, to 25 ; 
any greater punishment to be inflicted by a magistrate 
only. Under penalty of £10 and imprisonment for ex- 
cess, or for repetition of the specified number during the 
same day. Record to be kept, and submitted to magistrates. 

§ 12. Forbids any superintending slave to carry any 
whip, cat, or like instrument, as a mark of authority in 
the field, under penalty as for misdemeanor. 

§ 13. Provides that if any owner, manager, or other 
person, shall cruelly cut, wound, maim, or mutilate, or 
confine without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, 
he shall be fined from £100 to £500, and imprisoned 
1 2 months : and the court may pronounce the slave free, 
and assign him an annuity for life, out of the fine upon 
the oflfender. Justices, upon information of such offence, 
to take immediate charge of the slave, until investigation 
can be had. 

§ 48. Enacts that in all cases of disputed freedom, the 
proof of slavery shall lie on the person alleging it. 

§ 50. Declares any sale to be null and void, if it sepa- 
rate father, mother, and children. 

§ 51 . Facilitates manumission, by providing that where 
there are mortgagees whose consent to it cannot be pro- 
cured, another slave may be substituted. 

§ 52. Secures to the slave the possession of personal 
property, and imposes a penalty of £10 over and above 
the full value, on such as infringe upon it. 
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Of this law, Earl Bathurst, in a dispatch of 
the 20th October, 182t5, says : " It only remaii:\& 
" for me to do the Council and Assembly of Gre- 
^^ nada the justice of acknowledging the spirit 
^^ of liberality and benevolence by which some 
" of the provisions are characterised, which, 
^^ without any suggestion from His Majesty's 
" government, have been spontaneously devised 
" and exc(*uted by the legislature," 

Subsequently to this period, the legislature of 
Grenada have passed two additional bills, dated 
the 21st and 24th November, 1828, which effect 
these most important provisions : 

1. That Sunday markets are absolutely . pro- 
hibited. And 

2. That the evidence of slaves shall be admitted 
and received, in all cases civil and criminal, 
precisely as that of free persons. 

In a dispatch of Secretary Sir G. Murray, 
dated 8th June, 1829, he characterises the As- 
sembly of Grenada as ^^ A colonial legislature 
'^ which has honourably distinguished itself in 
" the improvement of the slave code." 
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The legislature of this island passed^ in 1826, 
a bill, which on the 3d April, 1827, received the 
royal assent, ^^ For the fiirther encouragement, 
" protection, and better government of slaves ; 
" and for the general amelioration of their con- 
** dition/' 

§ 1. Requires that every owner or manager provide 
for his slaves '* a sufficient quantity of good and whole- 
some ^ood, dry and comfortable lodging, suitable cloth^ 
ing, and medical aid and advice ; and that he comfortably 
maintain all old, infirm, and diseased slaves on his estate/' 
the whole under penalty of £100 for each omission. 

§ 2. Provides that each slave shall be allowed half an 
h6ur for breakfast, aind, out of crop, 2 hours for dinner, 
during crop 1 hour and a half: that no slave shall be re- 
quired to work before 5 in the morning, nor after 7 in 
the evening, except during crop, and then not later than 9. 
That no slave shall be put to any labour on a Sunday, 
excepting domestic duties, or in case of accidents ; nor 
on Good Friday, nor on Christmas Day and the day fol- 
lowing, nor on New Year's Day, and if either of these 
fall on a Sunday, then the next Wednesday in lieu pf it. 
Penalty £50 for breach of any one of these provisions. 

§ 3. Provides that where owner zMots provision-ground 
instead of food, each slave shall have half an acre for his 
or her share, and be allowed one day in every week to 
cultivate it ; except during crop, when the owner shall 
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distribute food in lieu of such day ; still not less t;}idn 26 
dear days in each year shall be allowed, under penalty of 
£10 for each omission. Every owner required, under 
penalty of £50, annually* to vouch on oath that he has 
strictly complied with all and each of the provisions con« 
tained in the three preceding clauses. 

§ 6. Requires that slaves be encouraged to receive 
baptism, and a£Forded " every reasonable facility to attend 
divine worship ; " penalty £5. 

§ 7. Prohibits the holding of any market, or opening of 
any shop, during the hours of church service, under 
penalty of £10. 

§ 10. Makes wilful murder of a slave capital, without 
benefit of clergy ; and manslaughter punishable precisely 
as in England. 

§ 1 1. Provides that any person whatever who shall mu- 
tilate, wantonly or cruelly whip or cause to be whipped, 
beat, bruise, cut, wound, or imprison, or confine without 
sufficient nourishment, any slave or slaves, shall on con- 
viction suffer fine of £200, or imprisonment for 6 
months, or both.^ 

§ 12. Subjects persons wantonly beating or striking the 
slave of another, to penalty of £50. 

§ 14. Makes some provision for the admission of slave 
evidence* 

§ 18. Enacts, that " the whip, commonly called the 
cart-whip, shall never hereafter be employed either as an 
instrument of punishment, or an emblem of authority ; " 
and that the only instrument of correction shall be the cat 
used in the British army. 

§ 33. Restricts punishments to 6 stripes by inferior, 
10 by an overseer, 20 by a manager, and 39 by owner 
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under grave circumstances : prohibits the infliction until 
the effects of any former punishment be thoroughly cured; 
and permits no punishment to exceed 10 stripes at the 
time of the offence, or during that day : guards punish- 
ment of females against any indecent exposure. Penalty 
£30. 

§ 34. Prohibits the use of collars, or chains, excepting 
upon notorious run - away s; when such may be applied, 
provided they in no case exceed four pounds in weight. 

§ 13, 16. Protects the property of slaves, by penalty of 
£20 on any person infringing it, or refusing to pay to them 
any just debt. Right of action vested in master. 

§ 17. Provides that the trial of slaves for capital 
offences shall be in all respects the same as that of free 
persons. 

1 . And by an act passed in 1829, it has been decreed 
that no slaves shall in future be sold separate from the 
estates to which they belong. 

In a dispatch of the 3rd April, 1827, Lord 
Bathurst makes the following remarks to Go- 
vernor Nicolay respecting the above Bill : — 

" His Majesty is graciously pleased to ac- 
*^ knowledge with commendation the disposi- 
" tion which the legislature of Dominica have 
" manifested in many of the provisions of these 
" acts, to improve the condition of the slave po- 
pulation; and, considering that they are 
in general framed in such a manner as to pro- 
mote the well-being of that class of society, 
'^ His Majesty has, with the advice of his Privy 
^^ Council, been pleased to confirm them.'' 
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ST. CHRISTOPHER. 

An Act ^^ For further improving the condition 
^^ of the Slave population in the Island of St. 
" Christopher:" which received the royal assent 
on the 18th March, 1829, contains the following 
amongst other provisions : — 

§ I. Limits Sunday markets to 11 a. m. 

§ 3. Prohibits all kind of labour on Sundays, excepting 
domestic affairs, and the potting of sugar : and requires 
that no mill be put about, between 10 on Saturday night 
and daylight on Monday morning; under penalty of 
£60. 

§ 4. Prohibits the using, for the purpose of impelling or 
coercing labour, or carrying as an emblem of authority, 
the instrument called the cart-whip : under penalty of 
£100, or 6 months imprisonment, or both. 

§ 5. Requires all owners and managers to instruct their 
slaves in the Christian religion : to have all children bap- 
tized within 6 months of their birth, and all adults who 
can be made sensible of religious duty : which ceremony 
the parish clergyman shall in all cases perform, and re- 
gister, and give to each slave a certificate thereof; and 
shall also administer spiritual consolation when required ; 
in each particular without fee or charge, under penalty of 
£10. 

§ 8. Requires that clergymen shall solemnize matri- 
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mcmy between slaves applying- with their owners* con- 
sent : and provides that if owners refuse^ the slave may, 
through the Attorney-General, move the Court of King's 
Bench, which, in the event of the owner's failure to show 
just cause of objection, shall grant the application. 

§ 9, 17. Enacts that slaves may acquire, hold, enjoy, 
and dispose of property, viz. money, cattle, household 
goods, and the like, and may bring, prosecute, or defend 
suits or actions in respect of the same : persons invading 
it to pay £10 over and above its full value. 

§ 10. Enacts that a party claiming or aDeging any 
person to be a slave, shall be required to prove the 
slavery. 

§ 11. \J\m\\.% punishment of slaves to 25 stripes in any 
one day, for any offence whatever : forbids any punish- 
ment until offender be recovered from any former chas- 
tisement: restricts to 12 stripes on the day when any 
offence is committed, and to the like number unless in the 
presence of another free person ; under penalty of fine and 
imprisonment. And prohibits any indecent exposure of 
females under punishment. Record to be kept, for in- 
spection of magistrates, of all punishments exceeding 12 
stripes, or 48 hours confinement : penalty £50. 

§ 16. Prohibits the separatvon of families by sale under 
judicial process. 

§ 18. Provides that slaves may deposit their money, to 
the extent of £9 per week, in the public treasury, at inte- 
rest of £5 per cent per annum ; and bequeath such pro- 
perty at discretion : the same descending, in the event 
of intestacy, to next of kin. 

§ 19. Prohibits any owner or manager from turning away 
a slave disabled by sickness or infirmity; and requires 
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that such shall be comfortably maintained and fed upon the 
estate* under penalty of £50; and requires recognizance 
and sureties amounting to £200* that such slave shall for 
the future be well treated, lodged, fed, and clothed. 

§ 6, 15. Enact that slave evidence shall, under certain 
restrictions, be admitted and received. 

** Upon the highly important subject of the 
evidence of slaves/' says Mr. Secretary Huskis- 
son, " the provisions of this Act approach nearly 
to a perfect compliance v^ith the recommenda- 
tions of His Majesty's Government." 

" This Act," says the Right Hon. Secretary, 
in the same dispatch, dated March 7, 1828, " is 
remarkable for the wisdom and humanity of the 
greater part of its provisions." 
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The legislature of this island passed, in October, 
1828, a series of bills for the protection and 
government of slaves, which have received His. 
Majesty's sanction, and of which the following 
are some of the provisions : — 

. Act I. Establishes and vests in the magistracy of the 
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island the protection and guardianship of slaves : requiring 
of each to hear and investigate all complaints made by 
slaves^ to issue warrant against and prosecute offender : 
under penalty of £200. 

Act II. " An act to regulate the admission of the Evi- 
dence of slaves ;" declaring that, with certain restrictions, 
as in the law of St. Christopher, their evidence " shall be 
taken and received in the same form and manner as the 
evidence of a person of free condition." 

Act III. "An act for regulating the solemnization of 
marriages among slaves, and for declaring such marriages 
valid and effectual in law;" enjoining on clergymen the cele- 
bration thereof, without fee or reward, on the same con- 
ditions, and with the same remedy for the slave, as in the 
law of St. Christopher, § 8. 

Act IV. "An act for regulating Sunday markets, and for 
preventing the employment of slaves in work or labour on 
that day ;" requiring that markets be closed at 1 1 a. m., 
and that no shop be open, excepting druggists*, and for 
the sale of articles of perishable food, out of church-hours, 
as in England. And enacting that no person employ 
slaves in any kind of labour, excepting domestic affairs, 
or in cases of accident or emergency, upon the Sabbath- 
day, under penalty of £10 for each offence. 

Act V. "An act to enable slaves to acquire, possess, and 
alienate property :" empowering them also, " to bring, 
maintain, prosecute, and defend any suit or action in 
respect thereof, as fuUy and amply, and to all intents and 
purposes, as if such person were of free condition :" and 
providing, further, that such property, in cases of intes- 
tacy, shall go to next of kin. 

Act VI. "An Act to prevent the separatum of slaves, by 
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sale or transfer, in certain cases, without their consent:" 
requirii^ that father and mother and child or children un- 
der 1 2 years> shall on no account be sold otherwise thsgi 
together, unless with their own free will and consent. Any 
sale to the contrary of these provisions is declared null 
and void, and the offender punishable by fine of £50 and 
imprisonment. See § 18, Act of 1826. 

Act VII. ''An Act more effectually to facilitate the ma- 
rmmission of slaves :" 

§ 1. Only stipulates that if manumitted slave be likely 
to become chargeable to the public, from inability to sup- 
port himself, his owner shall enter into suitable recog- 
nizance to defray his maintenance. 

§ 2. Requires island secretary to register manumissions. 

§ 3. Provides relief in case of obstacles to manumission, 
where granted by bequest ; of difficulty raised by executors ; 
or of incapacity of minors* 

§ 8. Provides, that if any person be excepted to, in or 
out of court, as being a slave, omis probandi shall lie on 
the challenger. 

The principles laid down in the other recom- 
mendations of Lord Bathurst^ as well as the 
existing enactments of the slave melioration act, 
are to be consolidated in a separate Bill. 

Some of the provisions of the existing Slave 
melioration Act of Nevis, passed the 27th April, 
1826, are as follow : — 

§ 7. Provides for the establishment of savings banks, to 
receive deposits from slaves to any amount not exceeding 
£10 at one time, to bear interest at 6 per cent., interest 
to be added to, and become, principal. 



26 VTB GIN ISLANDS. 

§ 16. Prohibits the carrying " the cart whip,*' either as 
an emblem of authority, or instrument of punishment ; 
but permits some " moderate and innoxious" substitute, 

§ 17. Requires that no female slave be otherwise chas- 
tised than with a bunch of rods, not exceeding 20 stripes, 
over back and shoulders; indecent exposure of person- 
prohibited. 

§ 26. Provides that slaves accused of felony, be tried in 
all respects as free persons. 



VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

A very voluminous bill, drawn up by the 
speaker of the Assembly at Tortola, compre- 
hending the provisions recommended by Lord 
Bathurst, and other most important enactments, 
M^as prepared and sent to St. Christopher, for 
the revision of the late Attorney-General Wood- 
ley; but which, it is understood, had not been 
returned at his death. 

In all the colonies having legislatures under 
the government of which St. Christopher is the 
head-quarters, the free people of colour have the 
privilege of voting at elections for members of 
the Assembly. — There, as elsewhere in the co- 
lonies, the progress of religious and moral in- 
struction is extensive. In the Island of St. 
Christopher there are ^s many Negro children 
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attending the schools of instruction^ in propor^ 
tion to the population, as there are in England 
children attending the national schools. The 
impoverished Island of Anguilla subscribed 
850/. for building a church. 






BAHAMAS. 

The act of the Bahamas Legislature, passed 
in December, 1826, and confirmed by His Ma- 
jesty on the 5 th March, 1828, " To amend, con- 
solidate, and bring into one act, the several laws 
relating to slaves, and for giving them further 
** protection and security,** contains provisions to 
the following effect : — 

§ 2. Required that every slave, above 10 years oi »ge, 
shall be supplied with " 1 peck of Indian corn, or 21 
pints of wheat flour, or 7 quarts of rice, or 56 lbs, of 
potatoes, cocoas, or yams, per week, over and above a 
sufficient quantity of larid for every such slave ; and one- 
half the same allowance to each child under 10 years; 
as also 2 suits of proper and sufficient clothing in each 
year,*' under penalty of £60 for each neglect. 

§ 3. Provides that if slaves manumitted be incapable 
of labour, the manumittor shall be- liable for thdbr Tnom- 
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tenancei until such maintenance be enforced^ and in 
cases without other remedy, all such manumitted persons 
shall be taken care of at the public expense. 

§ 6. Prohibits the separation of father and mother and 
child or children under 14 years of g^e, rendering any 
sale, either judicial or private, of such parties, null and 
void ; and forbids executors to assent to, or execute, any 
legacy involving such a separation : penalty £100 for each 
o£fence. 

§ 9. Requires all owners and managers to instruct 
their slaves in the Christian religion, to fit them for bap- 
tism, and cause it to be performed as soon as may be. 

§ 14. Enacts, that any person whatever, who shall 
wilfully mutilate any slave, or cause or permit such muti- 
lation, shall suffer fine of £100, and 12 months imprison- 
ment ; the slave, if the court see fit, to be made free, and 
paid an annuity of £10 for life, out of the said fine. 

§ 16. Makes wilful murder of a slave felony, without 
benefit of clergy. 

§ 17. Provides that if any person shall wantonly or 
cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, imprison, or 
confine without sufficient support, any slave, such person 
shall be indicted, and suffer fine and imprisonment at 
discretion of the court. 

§ R. Prohibits, as a misdemeanor, the " use of any 
whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature, while 
superintending the labour of any slave or slaves upon the 
field of any plantation, for the purpose of impelling or 
coercing labour." 

§ 1 8. Provides that no slave shall, on any account, 
be punished with more than 39 lashes; nor receive a 
second punishment on the same day, or before recovered 
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from any former chastisement ; nor females be punished 
otherwise than privately : penalty £10 for every o£fence. 
Also authorises the commutation of flogging for any of 
the following modes of punishment : viz.-^solitary con- 
finement ; field, horse, or bed stocks ; or distinguishing 
dresses ; limiting the duration, and prescribing intervals 
before the repetition, of such punishment. 

§ 20. Prohibits the putting any collar round the neck, 
or chains, irons, or weights upon the body, of any slave, 
under penalty of £50 ; and any justice is required to cause 
such to be removed, under penalty of £100. 

§ 21. Requires that all slaves shall be allowed Christ- 
mas, and the 2 following working days, as holidays. 

§ 58. Provides that slaves tried for capital offences, 
shall be tried in all respects like free persons. 

§ 13. Makes some provision for the admission of slave 
evidence, 

§ 27. Provides for the solemnization of matrimony 
between slaves, or slave and free person, owner consenting. 

§ 33. Prohibits the holding of any market, or opening 
of any shop, on Sunday, under penalty of total forfeiture 
of the goods ; excepting that butcher's meat, fish, milk, 
&c., may be sold between sun-rise and 9 o'clock in the 
morning, but not later, under penalty of £5 on persons 
frequenting, and £20 on clerk not closing, the said 
market. 

§ 36. Entitles slaves " to hold, inherit, purchase, and 
dispose of lands, money, cattle, &c., of what value soever ; 
and, by prochain ami, to maintain and defend suits in re- 
spect thereof, as persons of free condition." 

§ 37. Provides for the safe deposit of the money of 
slaves, in the hands of the receiver-general ; and secures 
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the transmission of such, as well as of property in land, to 
their heirs, legitimate or putative. 

§ 44. Repeals all tax upon manumission. 

§ 45 — 51. Empowers any slave to purchase his or 
her own manummion, or that of his wife, child, brother, 
or sister. In case of difficulty, slave (above 14 years of 
age) may apply to magistrate, who shall appoint two 
referees, one for each party, to determine amount of com- 
pensation. Payment, or even tender, of the amount they 
award, to owner or his representative, shall entitle slave 
to his freedom. If referees disagree they shall appoint 
an umpire, whose decision shall be final. Magistrates re- 
quired to act on all the provisions of this clause, under 
penalty of £50 ; and owner contumaciously resisting, 
subjected to fine from cf'lO to <£50. 

In a dispatch, dated the oth of March, 1828, 
Mr. Huskisson observes, that, ^^ He is com- 
manded by His Majesty to express his very 
gracious approbation of the disposition which 
the legislature of the Bahama Islands have 
'^ manifested, to acquiesce in so large a pro- 
" portion of the suggestions which were made 
^^ by his command, for the improvement of the 
^^ condition of the slave population of the colony." 
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TOBAGO. 

■ 

With regard to this island, Earl Bathurst, in 
a dispatch dated 26th July, 1824, writes that, 
" The legislature of Tobago, previously to the 
^^ suggestions which he had the honour to com- 
^^ municate to the governors of the colonies in the 
" West Indies, had evinced their anxiety for 
the improvement of their slave-laws, by their 
favourable reception of an act which they have 
since passed^ and which it is impossible not 
to view as comprising many humane and ju- 
" dicious enactments very materially contribut- 
^^ ing to such improvement." 

This had reference to an act passed 3rd Au- 
gust, 1823 : the legislature of Tobago have since 
passed a new Slave Law, 15th August, 1829, ex- 
tending the beneficial regulations of the former, 
and containing the following provisions : — 

§ 2. Provides that slaves accused of higher crimes than 
misdemeanor, be tried in all respects like free persons. 
And by another act of the same date, it is provided, § 12, 
that slaves shall, when required, have counsel assigned 
them at the public expense, insufficient time to instruct 
"^hom shall be a reasonable cause for deferring the trial 
to the following session. 
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§ 5. Enacts that the evidence of slaves shall in all cases, 
civil or criminal, be received and admitted, precisely as 
that of free persons, without any other restriction or ex- 
ception whatever. 

§ 9. Provides that every owner or manager shall allow 
to each slave sufficient land, adapted to the growth of pro- 
visions, for his or her support and maintenance ; that each 
slave shall be allowed every Thursday, during 7 months 
in the year, to cultivate the same: but where an owner 
has not suitable land, he shall make ample provision for 
each slave in lieu thereof ; and he shall provide for every 
family a good and comfortable hotise, and give to- each 
slave, when practicable, a weekly allows^nce of salt fish, or 
such other food as their ages and state of health may re < 
quire ; and give to each sufficient and suit^able clothing, 
and blankets: to slaves unattached to any estate, the 
owner shall also give comfortable lodging, sufficient food, 
and decent clothing. 

§ 10. Constitutes justices of the peace a council of pro- 
tection : requires of them, on information that any owner 
disregards, in any particular, the foregoing provisions, 
to inspect the grounds, clothing, and lodging of the slaves 
on the estate complained of, and forthwith to allot to each 
slave one quarter of an acre of land, or a weekly allowance 
of 7 quarts of corn-meal, or 5 quarts of rice or flour in 
lieu thereof, 2 pounds of salt fish ; and annually for cloth- 
ing, 6 yards of cloth. 6 yards of strong linen, 1 bat, &c. 

§ 11. Enjoins on owners or managers to promote 
baptism and religums instruction : the former within 6 
months of the birth of infants, and on all adults so soon 
as they can be made sensible of religious duties : clergy- 
men, or dissenting, preachers, required to perform the 
duty without fee or reward. 
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§ 12, Requires of. clergymen to celebrate matrirmm/, 
also gratis, between parties applying with owner's con- 
sent, and appearing sensible of matrimonial obligations. 

§ 13. Absolutely prohibits the separation by sale, ju- 
dicial or private, of father, mother, and child or children 
under 12 years of age : such sale, if attempted, declared 
null and void. 

§ 14. Prohibits the holding any market, or opening 
any shop, on Sundays, otherwise than for the purchase of 
articles of food, under penalty of seizure of goods, and 
fine of £5. 

§ 15. Enacts that no slave shall be employed in labour 
on a Sunday, excepting in domestic business, sudden acci- 
dent, or potting of sugar, under penalty of £5 : no mill to 
be put about between 8 on Saturday night and 4 on Mon- 
day morning, under like penalty : and no female having 
6 children to be set to any species of laborious work, 
under same penalty. 

§ 16. Provides that no slave shall leave home for 
labour before day-break in the morning, nor work after 
sun -set, excepting in particular cases requiring night work : 
that each slave have time for breakfast, 40 minutes^ and 
for dinner 1 hour and 40 minutes. 

§ 19. Strictly prohibits exposure of females under 
punishment. 

§ 20. Prohibits any kind of punishment by driver, un- 
less under express order of owner or manager. 

§ 21. Limits overseer to infliction of 6 stripes ; owner 
to 12, excepting in presence of other free person; not 
to exceed 20 under any circumstances; and not more 
then 12 on the day when offence committed; nor a 
second punishment, although for a second offence, on the 
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same day ; nor until recovered from efiects of any former 
chastisement. 

§ 22. Provides that to exceed those limits, or to wan- 
tonly or cruelly cut, wound, maim, or mutilate, or confine 
without sufficient support, shall be prosecuted as a mis- 
demeanor, and be punished by fine and imprisonment. 

§ 17. Protects slaves in the possession of real and 
personal property, to any amount ; and empowers them 
to bring and maintain suits in respect thereof, as fully 
and amply in all respects as persons of free condition. 
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The consolidated act which was passed by the 
legislature of Bermuda in July, 1827, " To ame- 
liorate the condition of slaves, &c." contains 
the following amongst other provisions : — 

§ 20. Prohibits any owner or manager from sufiering 
sick or infirm slaves to wander about in quest of main- 
tenance, under penalty of bL for each oflFence. 

§ 26. Makes some provision for the admission of slave 
evidence, both in civil and criminal cases. 

§ 32. Empowers slaves to maintain action, by guardian 
appointed by Chief Justice, against their owner, for breach 
of any contract of manumission : dispenses with secu- 
rities previously required in cases of manumission, ex- 
cepting where the slave is old, infirm, or otherwise inca- 
pable of maintaining himself. 
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S 35. Provides that the 8ecretai7 of the colony shall 
from time to time give notice in the Bermuda Gazette, 
of all bequests in favour of slaves, contained in any will 
registered by him : Chief Justice to appoint a guardian to 
recover the same in forma pauperis, if withheld or 
disputed. 

§ 36. Secures to slaves any and all property bequeathed 
to them, or purchased by such bequest ; and authorises 
its disposal by will, or otherwise. 

§ 38. Provides for the intermarrying of slaves^ without 
fee or charge, if with owner's consent*— such marriages, as 
also baptisms, to be formally registered. 

§ 41. Prohibits the separation of husband and wife — 
and provides that slave may purchase the freedom of his 
wife, and thereby their issue shall be free ; and may also 
purchase the freedom' of his child or children. 

% 44. Punishes cohabitation of any married female slave 
with any man other than her lawful husband, by imprison- 
ment and hard labour. 

§ 45. lEstabUshes savings-banks, for deposit of the 
earnings of slaves. 



ANTIGUA. 



With respect to Antigua, we may refer to an 
extract from a speech^ delivered by the governor. 
Sir Patrick Ross, to both houses of the legislature 
in June, 1827, in proof of the fact, that most of 
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the points of amelioration which have been re- 
cently enacted in the other colonies, are already 
established in Antigua by law, or adopted in 
practice : 

It gives me pleasure to assure you, that my 
experience during the last twelve months has 
enabled me to form the most favourable judg- 
ment, and conviction of the reciprocity of at- 
^^ tachment which I have observed invariably to 
exist between the higher orders and proprie- 
tors throughout this colony on the one part, 
" and the slave population on the other : an 
attachment which could have originated alone, 
and been gradually cemented, by those bene- 
volent and humane feelings which you with 
justice attribute to yourselves, and which are 
confirmed by the various legislative enact- 
" ments which are already contained in your 
" code of laws.** 
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DEMERARA AND ESSEQUIBO. 

" An ordinance for the religious instiniction of 
slaves in His Majesty's colonies of Demerara and 
Essequibo, and for the improvement of their 
condition,*' which was passed by the Court of 
Polky of those colonies, and sanctioned by His 
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Majesty's government, in July, 1825, contains 
the following provisions : — 

§ !• Appoints an official protector of slaves, at a salary 
of 14,000 guilders per annum : with the condition that 
such protector shall have no manner of property or interest 
in any plantation in the colony, nor in any slave employed 
in any kind of agriculture, either as owner, attorney, or 
manager. The deputy fiscals appointed assistant -pro- 
tectors in their several districts. 

§ 8. Requires that upon any criminal prosecution of a 
slave, counsel shall he assigfied him at the public expense : 
and Chief Justice or Protector is required to conduct any 
civil or criminal suit for and on behalf of any slave, pre- 
cisely as would be done on account of any free person. 

§ 9. Prohibits the working or employing of any slave, 
otherwise than upon domestic or indispensable duty, be- 
tween sun- set on Saturday and sun-rise on Monday, under 
penalty of 600 guilders for every offence. The " indis- 
pensable duty" consists in certsdn operations during the 
time of crop only, which occupy but a few persons, and 
but for a few hours, but which cannot be deferred ; for 
this the slave is to be paid wages, fixed by the protector, 
and enforced by penalty of 50 guilders for each refusal. 

§ 10. Provides that persons employing the slaves of 
others without their owner's consent, shall sufier a fine of 
600 guilders. 

§ I ] . Requires that all Sunday markets do cease and 
terminate at 1 1 a. m. 

§ 12. Absolutely prohibits the carrying a whip, or any 
other instrument of punishment^ in the field or elsewhere, 
either as a badge of authority, or as a stimulus to labour. 
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under penalty of 600 guilders, or from one to six months 
imprisonment. 

§ 13. Restricts corporal punishment of male slaves to 
25 lashes at the utmost ; no such punishment to be in- 
flicted until after sun-rise of the day next following the 
offence ; nor unless in presence of one other free person, 
or, if the attendance of such not procurable within 24 
hours, of six slaves : under penalty of 900 g^iilders, or 
three months imprisonment. 

§ 14. Prohibits the flogging or whipping of any female 
slave above ten years of age, for any offence whatever, 
under penalty of 600 guilders, or imprisonment from one 
to six months : substituting solitary confinement, stocks, 
hand-cuffs, distinguishing marks or dresses. In all cases 
of confinement exceeding 12 hours duration, sufficient 
food and good water to be supplied to delinquents, male or 
female* 

§ 15. Requires that a "punishment record look" 
be kept of aU punishhients of female slaves, and 
of all corporal punishments inflicted on male slaves ex- 
ceeding three stripes ; setting forth the nature of the o^ 
fence, time and place, names of person authorising, and 
of free person or six slaves, witnessing, such punishment, 
and number of stripes actually inflicted; under penalty of 
300 guilders for omission, or false statement. Fair tran- 
script of all entries in said book to be delivered to pro- 
tector once in every six months : manager to make oath 
that the same is a full and faithful report of every punish- 
ment inflicted ; under penalty of 300 guilders. 

§ 19. Provides that protector may, to any slaves 
having their owner's consent, grant licence to intermarry; 
and that in case of owner's refusal, and subsequent failure 
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to prove to protector that such proposed marriage would be 
injurious to the slaves themselves, protector may issue his 
authority to any licensed clergyman or teacher, to solem- 
nise such marriage ; of which a register is to be kept. 

§ 21. Provides that to every mother of good character, 
shall be given a pecuniary gratnity of 12 guilders for her 
first, and 15 for every succeeding child she may bear, on 
its attaining the aage of six weeks : and that when the 
youngest of six living children of each mother of good 
character shall be seven years of age, such mother shall 
not thereafter be put to any field nor other than hght 
work : both under penalty of 300 guilders. 

§ 22. Requires, that all slaves be properly supplied widx 
customary provisions : that there be provision -grounds on 
every estate, one acre for every five slaves ; or a weekly 
allowance of food which proprietor is required to purchase 
if his grounds be insuifident ; and that every slave be sup- 
plied with proper clothing : under penalty of 1 50 guilders 
for every slave not properly provided. 

§ 23. Limits the hours oflahour from six in the morn- 
ing to six in the evening, out of which every slave shall 
have two hours for meals and rest : under penalty of ^300. 

§ 24. Requires, that on every estate there shall be a 
commodious hospital, and a l^ally qualified medical prac- 
titioner employed to attend the sick; medicine, proper 
food, and all necessaries to be provided; and a register of 
all cases kept. 

§ 25. Requires, that no slave who has died suddenly, or 
shortly after punishment, or under suspicious drcum*- 
stances, or who has committed suicide, shall be buried 
without an inquest, of which a report is to be sent to pro*- 
tector, under penalty of 500 guilders. 



40 DEMERARA. 

§ 26. Prohibits the separation by sale under any judi- 
cial sentence, of father, mother, and child or children 
under 16 years of age. 

§ 27. Secures to slaves the absolute right of personal 
property : and authorises the institution of any suit, by the 
owner, or by the protector of slaves, for recovery of pro- 
perty belonging, or money due to them. 

§ 28. Establishes savings-banks, wherein slaves may 
deposit money at legal interest. 

§ 29, 30. Repeal and prohibit all tax upon manumission, 
requiring only sufficient security, when it shall appear to 
the protector that the slave manumitted is unlikely to pro- 
cure his own maintenance* 

§ 31. Requires clergymen and licensed preachers and 
teachers of every denomination, to transmit to protector, 
the names, &c. of every slave whom they shall deem con- 
scious of the obligatio?i of an oath, 

§ 32. Receives and admits the evidence of slaves, in all 
cases, civil or criminal, whose names have been so re- 
turned to protector, as in § 31. 

§ 34. Requires protector, twice in each year, to make a 
full return to the Lieutenant-Governor, of aU matters and 
proceedings in which he has been engaged in that capa- 
city. 

§ 36. Provides, that if any person be twice convicted of 
inflicting upon any slave any cruel or unlawful punishment, 
he shall incur double the penalty already imposed, and 
shall be declared absolutely incapable to have the manage- 
ment of slaves thenceforward ; and if he be owner of the 
estate on which such offence be committed, it shall be re- 
moved from his control, and placed under the care of 
curators appointed by the court of justice. 
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Upon this ordinance, Earl Bathurst, in a dis- 
patch dated 9th July, 1825, announces to the 
governor: "lam commanded by His Majesty 
'^ to direct you to signify to the Court of Policy 
his approbation of the zeal with which they 
have proceeded to give effect to his wishes, as 
explained by me in my dispatch of the 20th 
"November, 1824; and you will assure the 
" members of the court that His Majesty has 
" been pleased to receive with great satisfaction 
" this mark of their disposition to meliorate the 
" condition, and elevate the character, of the 
" slaves under their protection/' 









BERBICE. 

The Governor and Council of government of 
this colony, on the 25th September, 1826, passed 
An ordinance for promoting the religious in- 
struction, and bettering the state and condition 
'* of the slave population in His Majesty's Colony 
" of Berbice :" of which the following are the 
principal provisions : 

§ 1. Appoints an official protector of slaves, at a salary 

E 
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of 14,250 guilders per annum; and make civil magistrates 
deputy protectors in their several districts. Duties and 
conditions same as those required in Demerara : see %l. 

§ 9 to § 26, inclusive, are adopted from, and, with a 
few verbal improvements, are precisely the same as the 
similarly numbered clauses, in the foregoing Ordinance of 
Demerara, which see. 

§ 27* Adds to the provisions of the Demerara ordinance, 
the right to possess lands as well as personal property. 

§ 28, 29, 30.-^See Demerara* 

§31. Gives to the slave the right to purchase his own, or 
relative's manumission^ invito domino ; i. e. compulsory 
manumission. 

§ 35, 6. Provide for the admission of slave evidence, on 
the terms and under the requisitions of the Demerara 
ordinance, § 31, 32, which see: excepting, here, that 
such evidence shall not avail where it would render any 
white or other person of free condition liable to be 
punished with death. 

§ 38,41. See Demerara, % 34, 36. 

§ 42. Requires that a copy of this ordinance be kept 
and preserved by every person having the charge of a task 
or working gang of slaves exceeding six in number, under 
penalty of 600 guilders on proprietor. 

Upon the provisions of this ordinance^ Earl 
Bathupst^ in his dispatch to the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, 26th December, 1826, says : " I am to de- 
sire that you will convey to the court the sense 
which His Majesty entertains of the highly 
praiseworthy manner in which they have applied 
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themselves to the subjects which have been 
brought under their consideration/* 



Of the law for the management of slaves in 
operation in the two other British West India 
colonies^ Trinidad and St. Lucia^ it does not 
appear essential to go into details, as both those 
colonies are subjected to the operation of Orders 
m Council, framed for their use and government 
by His Majesty's Ministers. Their provisions 
bear a general resemblance to those of the other 
two crown colonies^ Demerara and Berbice. 



In all the colonies, provision has been made, 
at a considerable expense, for the due observance 
of religious worship, and the education of chil- 
dren ; a fact for which we refer to the reports 
from the Ecclesiastical Authorities, and of the 
^^ Incorporated Society for the Conversion and 
Religious Instruction of Negro Slaves ; ** as well 
as to the marked approbation on the part of His 
Majesty's government, expressed on the subject 
in the House of Lords by Earl Bathurst. 



